
Abig part of  adulthood is the concession of  critical
thinking.  As humans mature, their natural
inquisitiveness and ability to probe every

argument is replaced by a passive acceptance of  the
incomprehensible world around them.  As the world
grows smaller through globalization and the access to
information expands, knowledge becomes defined by
our capacity to absorb it.  This millennial generation is
fittingly called the Generation of  Information
Overload.  Paradoxically, this generation’s awareness of
the unlimited amount of  information available about the
world stifles their natural curiosity.  There is an essential
distinction to be made between opinion and analyzing,
arguing and critically thinking.  Opinion and arguments
take passion, but can easily lack proficiency in the
subject at hand.  Analyzing and critical thinking require
flexibility and a boundless scope of  the world.  Critical
thinking does not necessarily offer answers, but learning
is never-ending and absolutes are rare.  Questioning
ideas, especially one’s own ideas are essential to
progression and that is exactly what critical thinking
means.  It means undertaking a problem does not mean
arriving at a single answer.  It means with this fluidity
and grey area comes the beauty of  boundless
solutions.  Most importantly, it means growth comes
from collaboration and brainstorming and building on
one another’s thoughts.  A few great minds should not
rule the world while the rest follow suit.  We need one
another to think and develop.  Without human
connection we merely become obsessive machines,
stagnating in our limited minds.  Critical thinking
requires forging intelligences to birth creativity and
innovation.    

Google and Wikipedia are now verbs and the time it
takes to dispel someone’s argument is as simple as a click
of  a button.  It enables the cognitive misers in us all; the
autopilot that is begging us to keep our minds still in the
frenzy of  uncertainty.  Originality seems hopeless
because somewhere, someone on the Internet has
thought of  it already.  We can chalk it up to a generation
lacking ambition, too content with our conveniences to
push beyond them or we can take a closer examination
of  the issue at hand.   

Our emotions and our intelligence are the two most
distinctive characteristics we have.  So, why on earth
would we not do everything in our power to center our
lives on critically thinking rather than the mindless
processing of  information we are fortunate enough to
learn?  No matter what the subject, learning should be
infused with intoxicating passion.  We are told from a
young age to work hard in school to get good grades to
get into a good university to get a good degree to get a
good job to be well-rounded, pragmatic
people.  Industrialization has infected every aspect of
our lives, flushing students into the system of  education
and churning them out with a diploma (and still terrible
prospects for employment).  University is a privilege and
therefore we should suffer through the drudgery of
learning.  My toes curl as I begrudgingly write this lie
because it goes against our most important attributes.
The fear that we have of  failing, of  not fitting in this
factory-like life plan, should be overwhelmingly ignored
in favor of  the exhilarating experiences and knowledge
that comes with engaging the present.  It becomes so
hard nowadays to reject the world’s notion of  how things
should be.  The ‘norm’ feels inescapable and that inner
voice that mutters “why, why, why?” is overtaken by the
blaring sound of  the world’s dose of  ‘reality’ telling us to
get back to work.

We must take a step back and ask ourselves ‘are
we happy’? Do we love what we’re learning and doing?
While it may feel exhausting, we must continue to
challenge this acceptance everyday.  Routine and day-to-
day plans make our lives easier because they allow more
time for more significant, energy consuming
events.  However, if  we plan our lives in this fashion
then we might as well give up all aspirations now.  Life is
a struggle whether we take the shortcuts or not.  We
cannot concede critical thinking.  We should not settle
for what is laid in front of  us.  We need to push and
question and actively embrace all we can.  We must
remind ourselves that the university, job, livelihood we
seek means nothing but the title if  we do not appreciate
how and why we arrived there. 
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